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Introduction: The Ottomans and Moriscos -A Story Still Waiting to be Told
Sixty years ago, Fernand Braudel intuited in his epochal study of the Mediterranean in the age of Philip II that the Habsburg and Ottoman Empires were intimately interdependent, but scholars have been slow to follow up on his suggestion.1 As a phenomenon that straddled the boundaries between these two empires in the early modern Mediterranean, the Expulsion of the Moriscos from the Iberian Peninsula between 1609 and 1614 and their subsequent dispersion across Europe, North Africa and the Ottoman Empire represents a research topic of particular interest in this context. Nevertheless, to this day, the study of the Moriscos' plight before and after Expulsion continues to be the exclusive concern of historians of the early modern Iberian Peninsula, with little engagement by historians from other related fields. In a world where the nation-state framework for the study of history still reigns supreme despite advances in theory of history of empires and migrations, the Moriscos, especially in their diasporic manifestations, figure as an elusive trans-national and trans-imperial phenomenon which historians outside the field of "Spanish" history have been slow to claim as a subject of research.
Studies of relations between the Moriscos and the Ottomans, the key imperial rival of the Spanish Habsburgs and the polity that Moriscos were accused of secretly supporting as an insidious "fifth column" before their Expulsion from Spain, are particularly few and far between. 
